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The Role of Medieval Qur’anic Exegetes in Shaping and
Strengthening Civilizational Values within Islamic Thought
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Abstract:

This study explores the evolution of Qur’anic exegesis during the medieval Islamic period
(7th-9th centuries AH), demonstrating that it was a formative era characterized by intellectual
maturity and methodological expansion that helped shape a broader -civilizational
understanding of the meanings of the Qur’an. The research further identifies the core
civilizational values emphasized in the Qur’an and examines the ways in which they were
reflected within exegetical discourse. Special attention is given to three foundational values—
justice, social solidarity, and knowledge—due to their central role in constructing a sound
social and political order. The study concludes that medieval Qur’anic exegetes functioned
not merely as interpreters of scripture, but as influential scholars and educators who played a
pivotal role in embedding these values within Islamic thought through their teaching and
scholarly works. It also affirms the continued relevance of these values as guiding principles
for contemporary intellectual and societal renewal
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